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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 2 p.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2020 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, we are gratefully aware 

that You are the giver of every good 
and perfect gift. You shower us with 
Your mercies each day. 

We are further aware of our unwor-
thiness because of Your goodness. We 
all, like sheep, have gone astray. Lord, 
we are prone to wander and to leave 
You, the God we love. 

As our Senators work today, make 
them extensions of Your power in our 
world. Use them as Your eyes, ears, 
hands, and feet to accomplish Your 
purposes. Lord, make them Your am-
bassadors. May they arrange their pri-
orities according to Your will and view 
their challenges from an ethical per-
spective, striving to seek Your will in 
all they think, say, and do. May they 
find, in challenging moments, opportu-
nities to renew their faith in You. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HAWLEY). The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
permission to address the Senate for 1 
minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
want to wish all Iowans and maybe, in 
turn, all Americans a happy New Year. 
As 2020 begins, I am focused on passing 
the United States-Mexico-Canada trade 
agreement. I am leading a meeting of 
the Finance Committee tomorrow to 
report out the bill, so the Senate floor 
vote is imminent. 

I am continuing to work, in a bipar-
tisan way, to lower the cost of pre-
scription drugs with the Grassley- 
Wyden Prescription Drug Pricing Re-
duction Act. 

In the coming weeks, I will begin my 
40th annual 99-county tour of my State 
to continue to hear what is on the 
minds of Iowans so that I can better 
serve them in the U.S. Senate. 

I look forward to remaining in touch 
with Iowans as the new decade begins. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

IRAN 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 

the Senate convenes this afternoon, we 
find our Nation facing two grave and 
serious choices. One concerns our unity 
at home and the future of our Constitu-
tion. The other involves our strength 
abroad and the security of our home-
land. Both situations demand serious, 
sober treatment from Congress. Both 
require that we put enduring national 
interests ahead of the factionalism and 
short-termism the Founding Fathers 
warned us about. But, unfortunately, 
seriousness has been in short supply 
lately—in very short supply—from the 
determined critics of President Trump, 
and our Nation, of course, is worse for 
it. 

Last Thursday, the United States 
took decisive action to end the mur-
derous scheming of Iran’s chief ter-
rorist. Qasem Soleimani had spent nu-
merous years masterminding attacks 
on American servicemembers and our 
partners throughout the Middle East 
and expanding Iran’s influence. Despite 
sanctions and despite prohibitions by 
the U.N. Security Council, he roamed 
throughout the region with impunity. 

His hands bore the blood of more 
American servicemembers than anyone 
else alive. Hundreds of American fami-
lies have buried loved ones because of 
him. Veterans have learned to live with 
permanent injuries inflicted by his ter-
rorists. In Iraq, Syria, and beyond, the 
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